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this document contains information affecting the national defense 
OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT 50 
U. S. C., 31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION 


* AaiAMicated below 

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 



Friction .between the KPOe Central Committee and the League of Anti-Fascist 
Freedom Fighters' 
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1, A spirit of rivalry has allegedly been developing for some time between 
the Central Committee and the League of Anti-Fascist Freedom Fighters, 

As a result, a majority of the members of the Central Committee have taken an acti 
an active stand against further expansion of the League j only H0NNER, FUERN- 
BERG, K0PLENIG and STEINHARDT are continuing to lend. their support. The 
general feeling of the Central Committee is that the League, instead of sub- 
ordinating its activity to the Communist Party, which in their opinion nor- 
mally carried on the fight against fascism, has attempted to strengthen its 
p&sition by expanding into a separate organization. The League, for its 
part, reproaches the KPOe with failure to supply financial assistance and the 
proper support for political demonstrations. The following incident, which 
was reported in the Austrian newspapers, is an example of non-cooperation 
between the two rival groups. During a demonstration by the League against 
the restitution of an apartment in Vienna to its Nazi owner, ‘a fight took 
t>lace in which the Nazi was badly injured by a certain EBNER, The KPOe 
aistrict chief of Vienna II, KES3EL3AUER, had Intervened on behalf of the 
Nazi, and the League resolved to demand the resignation of KESSEL3AUHR in 
the event of an unfavorable sentence. This dissension finds expression in 
a decision of the Vienna II Headquarters of the League to accept KPOe officials 
as members only if the officials will sign an individual contract with the 
League and otherwise meet its prerequisites for membership}, similar decisions 
are expected from other District Headquarters of the League, This does not 
mean, however, that the League intends to discontinue all its former activity 
on behalf of the KPOe. As heretofore, the KPOe will use the League as an 
armed guard to maintain order at meetings and for such jobs as distributing 
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2* According to a membership register^' ffi ere are. 80 members of this or- 
ganization in Vienna VI, VII, and VIII* They were not allowed to 
participate in .the May Day parade as a separate unit because the 
_ representation was not large enough. Forty members from VIemnaXXXI 
and 50 members from Vienna XI took part in the parade. 
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The total number of members is about 2,200# The. League is strong in 
the following Vienna districts: II, V, XI, XX, XXI and XXII. There 
are 160 members of whom 60 are activists in Vienna 11$ 76 took 

part In the demonstrations on May Day. The Vienna II leader is a cer- 
tain SCHEMED, supported by JURKOVIC and SINGER# 
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4* The following figures were reported on the strength of the League in 
the various Vienna districts: Vienna VI, 36 men; Vienna VII, 44 men; 
Vienna VIII, 8 men; Vienna X, 80 members, including 20 women; Vienna HI, 
approximately 120 members, including 28 women; Vienna XVI, 130 men, 

33 of whom are officials; Vienna XXII, approximately 250 members. 


5» At a meeting [] 


Hthe Provincial .Chairman for Upper Austria, 
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III. 
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FRISCHUANN, and the Provincial Leader for Carinthia, SIM0NER, discussed 
the strength of the organization in the provinces. FRISCHMANN said 
that the six local groups (Or**gruppen) located in Linz, Urfahr, Weis, 
Braunau, and Salzkammergut, are still wekte because of opposition by 
reactionary officials working for occupation authorities. The League 
was not _at rang enough to organize an attempt to disrupt a rally of "the 
Verband/Unabh&ngigen (Union of Independents) in upper Austria called 
by Dr. Herbert KRAUS and attended by 10,000 persons. SIMONER said that 
the six groups in Carinthia, three of which are in Klagenfurt, Villach, 
and Hermager, are also weak. The local inhabitants are openly hostile i 
to the membership and have 'demonstrated this feeling in Eisenkappel 
and Arnolds tein. 

Organization of the League of Anti-Fascist Freedom Fighters 
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6. Four men and a leader compose a group in the League organization; four 
groups, consisting of twenty men, are under the command of an. action 
group commander. The files on these activists are kept separate from 
those of other members. 
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The following officials of the League are reported for various Vienna 
Districts; Vienna XIX: District Leader, Leopold BUC HAUER, Rudolplne 
K0SETLER, Herta P0SEL, Leopold SPI TALER, Viktor HUNAL, and Leopold 
EU1 IINGER. Vienna XXII: District Leader, Ferdinand SELINGER residing 
at Vienna XXII, Erzherzog KarlSStrasse 104; Deputy Raimund SPIR0CH, 
residing at Vienna XXII, Konstanziagasse 44; District Organization 
Leader, Adolph MATZSK, residing at Vienna XXI,- Graulichgasse 21,* 
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At a meeting of the League 


persons were electeftTthe', Vienna Province leJdSship-7^ 
loH p al c ' rich FBIN ! Provincial Secretary. HAMWEELING* 

;LtS sSSf ’ 0 r 

vxenna J-ix, one LuTSR of Vienna X: Hans M0RAWA of Vienna tott 
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’■ g"K-„s 

•Sftcae KrfeuX’ni^rr 11 ” fi ™ : 
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i * 

Vienna Dis trict. N Street- 

Number st reet Adless Time of meeting 


II 

League Assembly Scorns*, Grosse-Mohrengasse 

Tuesdays at 1900 
hours 

III 

Gas thins Eichler, Rabangasad 6 

Fridays, at 1900 
hours 

IV 

Wiedner Hauptstrasse 10 c. Stair 22 

Mondays at 1900 hours 

IV and VIII 

Vienna VII, Gasthaus Effert, Kaiser- 
strasse 120 • / 

First Monday of the 
month 

VII 

Wimbergergasse 30, doerway 4 


IX 

Gasthaus Engelbrecht, Sobieskiplatzj 

?irst Wednesday of 


i 

the month at 1900 hours 

X 

. Gasthaus Pf »etz, Pernirstorfergasse 9 

First Monday of tfte 

XL 

' i i 

month 

Kinderland Assembly Hjom, Strindberggasse 1 ' 

l 

First and third 
Wednesdays of the 
month at 1900 hours 

XII 

Gasthaus Bernhard, Ruckergasse 46 
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Number 


XIII 

Gasthaus 

Hilzer,. Hietzinger Kai 173 


XIV 

Gasthatis 

Jamschegg, Linzer Strasse 399 

Friday at 1930 hours 

• i .* 

XV 

Gasthaus 

Lach, Preysinggasse 22; first 

First Tuesdays, of the 
month at 1900 hours 

XVI 

Gasthaus 

Fischl, Thaliastrasse! 92 

Second Wednesday of 
the month at 1900 hours 

XVII 

Gasthaus 

Mac ho wet z, Gs chwandnergas s e 11 

Last Thursday of the 
month at 1930 hours 

XVIII 

Waehringerstrasse 177' 

Second Friday of the 
month at 1900 holers 

XIX 

Gasthaus Lager, Heiligenstaedter 

Strasse 115 

Second Monday of the 
month at 1900 hours 

XX 

Wagnergasse 17; Leader of this 
group is Alfred FRANK, 

Tuesdays at 1900 hours 

XXI 

•Gasthaus Sillip, Pragerstrasse 46 


XXII 

Gasthaus 

Boecksteiner, Gemeinde§tt$a«s$ 6 

Second Friday in the 


month 

V, Financial Condition of the League of Anti-Fasjcist Freedom Fighters 
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12* The League intends to exclude members who fall top far behind in paying 
the monthly dues* as well as those who dp not attend meetings. About 
fifty members in Vienna II will be affected by this measure. The economic 
situation is by no means critical, since the only paid official is General 
Secretary SCHNEIDER who receives 600 to 700 schillings per month* The 
District Headquarters have no overhead and the monthly publication, Per 
Freiheitskaempf er , is published free of charge by Globus-Verlag and 
distributed without cost* Some financial assistance is doubtless received 
from the Soviets, ■ t 

VI, Policy of the League of Anti-Fascist Freedom Fighters 
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] League members from Vienna VI, VII and VIII took part in 


a social gathering at the Gasthaus Effert, Vienna VII, Kaiserstrasse 120, 
There were seven members present from Vienna VI, twelve from Vienna VII, 
one member from Vienna VIII, and three women guests. In the course of 
an informal talk, the ch airman discussed the present political situation 
and stated that the year | | would be a challenging one for the organiza- 
tion, He said that specific plans of action for the future would be dis- 
cussed when a more private meeting place was assigned to them. In con- 
nection with these plans, the chairman observed that members of the 
organization represented an avant-garde and ranked higher than other mem- 
bers of the Party, Finally, he mentioned that the best relationship be- 
tween the Socialist Party and the KPOe in Vienna existed in Vienna XVIII*, 
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League's Vi-nn-'inrTf'uI'T ' v r w ““ ws * a «««*« speaker from the 

thT f *1 T, .? 11 Headquarters, compared the League's mission to 


15. 


25X1 

25X1 


■ Especially sum moned. general meeting of the League f “I 

L mUt I was attended by 136 persons, including the KPOe Central 

Committee, member, Friedrich HEXMANN. An organisation statute was revised 


fft' 4. 77 . nu ux'garij.zai:ion statute was revi « 

° m ® mber s^P in the League persons who have not actually en-" 
gaged in armed combat against fascism; it was also decided to accept 
Nazis who were not seriously involved In Nazi Partv acH vlt-v an H L 
who are in sympathy with the aims of the League.*** It was^stre-fed ttet 

FEIN vSrProvinciriT b d rS it thorou « hi W- investigated. Erich 

policv ofThe L««tor, said that the League would combat the 

L. H t ! f pr ® sent Austrlan Government which favors the Allantic Paot 

and the continued occupation of Austria. He called for propef Political 
combers, and vigorous reorganization of the League along 
the following lines: the headquarters of a District should fncinHo fi, 

Md pre33 r ffficiai 0n Th adSr and , the V 8asurer > aa well as a propagand^ 
ana press official. The present squads should be broken down so that P ,nt 

lSr^En^Sd ili-aotly to th.ir »qnid 

sss.“ r “vLit szszz ss siss 5^ 

prominent »«1. tot that It .tola .trotoh “t . 4SS2«?hS th. 
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16. 
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A .district meeting of the League took place f 

Wimbergergasse 30. District leader Julius . iJ l&lfeTH told the ' audience* 


D at Vienna VII, 


St1ee^d\teTe KPOe* Sntraf Com! 
Communist Party, ***** H e p !i n t!d out thaf^o! ® ab °5 ,di . nate echelon of the 
Communists and that the leadership group of the T.e-irrJ 6 ?™ 6 m8mbe ^ s are 

Sfbe^arrieTof but Si'SSJtm actifj^ ^ ^ zia 

stoDned **#*# u. 1„ 1 , J . : tftat a11 action against minor Nazis be 

:s:k lo 
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w- — [ Comment : Graulichgasse does not appear in our directory of 

lt ■ ho '*“ prbb * bl1 -• .SoTiTLlfd 
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^Comment 



to-date the oi 
tricts are dl j 

II 1 ’ x > rm,.i55^™ 

XEV, XVIII, and XX are new. 


corrects and brings up- 
isses in the following dis- 
previous report: . Vienna VI, 
addresses in Vienna III, IX, 
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